
                                             
 
 

Launching: Greening of the Nation (GON) in De Aar, Northern Cape 
 
The South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) in partnership with the 
mother body, the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), 
officially launched the Greening of the Nation Project in De Aar, Northern Cape, on 
the 20 September 2007. There are five projects implemented in five district 
Municipalities: 
 
Pixley ka Seme District Municipality in De Aar: 
The landscaping of three parks, the greening of seven schools, and the grassing of a 
rugby field. 
 
Frances Baard District Municipality in Kimberely: 
The greening of four schools, and the designing and landscaping of various entrances; 
the landscaping of a cemetery. 
 
Kgalagadi District Municipality in Kuruman: 
The landscaping of three parks and the greening of five schools. 
 
Siyanda District Municipality in Upington: 
The landscaping of one park and the greening of seven schools. 
 
Namakwa District Municipality in Springbok: 
The landscaping of one park, the greening of one school and the development of one 
nursery. 
 
Botsho Botle Resources and Thamitho Nursery is responsible for implementing 
these projects in the Northern Cape and to date they have employed 37 workers. One 
of the main objectives of the GON is to eradicate poverty through job creation and 
capacity building programmes. 
 
 
 

 
 

         Workers preparing sites to develop flower beds at Kareeville  
       Primary, De Aar, Northern Cape. 

 
 
 



 
 

Alien trees are removed and replaced with indigenous trees local to  
          the specific area (negotiations with the school community takes place before  

alien trees are removed). 
 
 

In preparation for the launch, SANBI staff and the Service Provider together with 
workers and learners, planted indigenous gardens at Kareeville Primary and three 
flower beds at Rose Park, in De Aar. 
 
 
 

 
 

Workers planting an indigenous flower bed at the entrance of  
Rose Park in De Aar, Northern Cape. 

 
 
 

         
 

Member of the Executive Council (MEC) of the Department of the Environment,  
Conservation and Tourism, Northern Cape, P. Saaiman planting an indigenous tree at 

 Rose Park, De Aar, Northern Cape. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A planted indigenous flower bed at the entrance of Kareeville 
        Primary, De Aar, Northern Cape. 

 
 
 

 
 

                      Site visit to Kareeville Primary, from left, Mr Kamies (Principal), 
MEC P. Saaiman (MEC for the Department of the Environment, Conservation and Tourism),  

Ms Nopasika Qwathekana (Director: Education, SANBI),  
Mrs Sinovuyo Ntiyantiya (Deputy Director, Social Responsibility, DEAT)  

and Mr J. Mpungose (Assistant Director: Education, SANBI) 
 
 
The Department of Environment, Conservation and Tourism provided support to 
arrange the launching of the Greening of the Nation project in De Aar, Northern Cape. 
Trees handed out to community members were also donated by this Department. 
 
 

     
  
 


