
                                 
 
 

Launching: Greening of the Nation in Grahamstown/ Erhini    
 
 

On the 17th October 2007, the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) and the 
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) officially launched the Greening of the 
Nation Projects in Grahamstown/Erhini. 
 
Major objectives of the project are: 
 

1. Develop an entrance to Grahamstown/Erhini on the North Eastern side, landscape and 
greening this entrance, with the aim of beautification. Landscaping of the Egazini 
Monument. 

 
 

 
 

Workers preparing site where welcome wall is to be built. 
 
 
 

  
 

Welcome sign to Grahamstown/Erhini wall completed. 
 
 
 



 
 

Workers preparing landscaped areas around welcome wall before  
the launch. 

 
 

 
 

Workers mulching flower beds around welcome wall before 
the launch. 

 
2. The planting of 150 indigenous trees along Albert Road towards Vukani and the North 

Eastern entrance towards Grahamstown/Erhini. 
 
3. Help the unemployed people of Grahamstown/Erhini to develop various skills so that by the 

end of the project they are able to compete in the job market; thus creating job opportunities. 
 

The Makana Municipality was instrumental in organizing the entire event, from the gazebos and 
chairs to the catering, which they paid for. We are very pleased to receive such tremendous support 
from the local municipality as the specific projects will be incorporated into the Integrated 
Development Plan of the municipality which will guarantee the maintenance and sustainability of 
these sites. 
 
 
 
 



     
         

      Makana local municipality workers preparing the 
      venue for the official launch next to the welcome wall. 

 
 
Lukholo Training and Development Services are responsible for implementing this project and to 
date they have employed 33 people; this includes 19 females and 14 males to facilitate the 
implementation of the various projects. As part of the official launch, workers received certificates 
for attending a First Aid Course. 
 
 
 

            
 

      Workers receiving their certificates for attending the  
      First Aid Course. 

 
 
Other training needs will be sourced from the Department of Labour and will look at the following 
requests from the workers: courses in computer literacy, plumbing, code 08 and 10 driver’s licenses 
and garden maintenance. These skills will increase the opportunity to apply for more long-term 
employment elsewhere. 
 
The launch was attended by many dignitaries, including the Executive Mayor, Mr Kate and the 
Director for Community and Social Services, Mr Mandisi Planga. Also attending the launch was 
Deputy Director for Social Responsibility, DEAT—Mrs Sinovuyo Ntiyantiya. 
 



        
    
 

The Executive Mayor, Mr Kate, delivering a speech about his excitement 
regarding the launching of the Greening of the Nation Project in Grahamstown/ Erhini. 

 
 
 

        
      
 

Mrs Sinovuyo Ntiyantiya, Deputy Director, Social Responsibility, DEAT, 
delivering her keynote address at the launch. 

 
 
 

The Greening of the Nation Project in Grahamstown/ Erhini will be completed in August 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


