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Activities and Research Interests 
Research on pollination ecosystem services, 
investigating the services that insect pollinators 
provide to human beings. Other interests: Biological 
control agents of invasive plants, wild silkmoth 
ecology, galling-insect diversity, and conservation in 
agricultural settings.   
 

Ruan Veldtman upgraded his M.Sc. in 2002 at the 
Department of Zoology & Entomology, University of 
Pretoria.  His thesis investigated the ecology of 
southern African wild silkmoths and the implications 
there of for sustainable use.  He completed his 
Ph.D. in 2004, after which he joined the Centre for 
Invasion Biology at Stellenbosch University as a 
post-doctoral fellow from 2005 to 2006 (funded by 
the Claude Leon Foundation).  During this time he 
also collaborated with Dr. Angela Moles (Macquarie 
University, Australia) on the World Herbivory 
Project. Currently Ruan has a diversified subject 
interest and is collaborating on several projects 
related to insect ecology.   
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