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When bad floods, droughts or heat waves hit a community, it’s usually the poor
who suffer most, and struggle to bounce back afterwards. They need help to
cope with these extreme weather events, particularly as climate change makes
them happen more often, and more severely.

Responding to extreme weather events could be mean applying climate-smart
farming practices. Or it could mean putting storm water systems into informal
settlements to drain away flood waters quickly. Or it could be an early warning
system which tells people that a nearby river is about to burst its banks.

Work like this needs funding. Many poorer communities struggle to get this
funding though, because they often can’t get past the red tape that is needed to
manage this sort of development money.

The Community Adaptation Small Grants Facility (SGF) project is a way to assist
communities to access this kind of funding. The SGF project will be implemented
in two pilot project areas, namely in Mopani District in Limpopo Province, and
Namakwa District in the Northern Cape. These areas are expected to become
hotter, rainfall will be less predictable, and there may be heavier storm events.
This will impact on people’s health and well-being, as these changes undermine
agriculture, local livelihoods and the built environment.

The SGF project will release small grants so that communities can run projects
that will deliver tangible and sustainable benefits. As projects unfold,
communities will be encouraged to share the lessons they learn, so that their
projects and the way the SGF project finances them, can be rolled out on a larger
scale around the country.

The Community Adaptation SGF project model will allow vulnerable
communities to get direct access to funding, which is something civil society has
been requesting for a long time. Doing so is a way to empower a community,
because it allows people to decide for themselves how to use the money, and it
will build up skills within the community so they will be better able to run their
own adaptation-related projects at a local level.

The SGF project has a value of about R 27 million (US$ 2.5 million).
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