
ARID AND SEMI-ARID REGIONS (KAROO, NAMAQUALAND)  
 
Indigenous trees well suited to arid and semi-arid areas e.g. Karoo and Namaqualand 
regions including Worcester, Robertson, Oudtshoorn, Prince Albert, Willowmore i.e. 
mild winters, winter-rainfall, long, hot dry summer, well-drained, fertile soils. Also for 
arid gardens in urban areas.  
 
Acacia erioloba (Camel Thorn) (5-16m) (Water-wise)  

Acacia karroo (Sweet Thorn) (3-8m to 12m) (Water-wise)  

Aloe dichotoma (Quiver Tree) (2-4m) (Water-wise)  

Aloe pillansii (Giant Quiver Tree) (to 10m) (Water-wise)  

Buddleja saligna (False Olive) (3-7m) (Water-wise)  

Diospyros lycioides (Karoo Bluebush) (3-7 m) (Water-wise)  

Dodonaea viscosa var. angustifolia (Sand Olive) (2-5m) (Water-wise)  

Euclea crispa (Blue Guarri) (4-6m) (Water-wise)  

Euclea pseudebenus (Ebony Tree) (3-10m) (Water-wise)  

Euclea undulata (Common Guarri) (to 7 m) (Water-wise)  

Ficus burtt-davyi (Veld Fig) (3-5m) (Water-wise)  

Ficus cordata (Namaqua Fig) (10m) (Water-wise)  

Gymnosporia buxifolia (= Maytenus heterophylla) (Common Spike-thorn) (4-5 m) (Water-

wise)  

Olea europaea ssp africana (Wild Olive) (3-14m) (Water-wise)  

Pappea capensis (Jacket Plum) (7m) (Water-wise)  

Parkinsonia africana (Wild Green-hair Tree) (3-4 m) (Water-wise)  

Searsia lancea (= Rhus lancea) (Karree ) (5-8m) (Water-wise)  

Searsia pendulina (= Rhus pendulina, R.viminalis) (White Karee) (to 10m) (Water-wise)  

Schota afra (Karoo Boer-bean) (3-5m) (Water-wise)  

Ziziphus mucronata (Buffalo Thorn) (7-10m) (Water-wise) 


