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Background  
 
Alien grasses have tended to be understudied when compared to other alien species in South Africa, but in 
some cases have caused major impacts (Visser et al. 2017). 
 
The grass species Alopecurus arundinaceus has been recorded in the Wakkerstroom wetland in 2012 (Fish et 
al. 2015) but seems to have been present in South Africa already for more than 30 years as this species can be 
easily confused with South African specimens of Pennisetum sphacelatum. It has been found that the species is 
present under that name and from the same location in the John Bews herbarium in Pietermaritzburg. In 
Wakkerstroom the species seems to be quite extensive so it would be useful to map its extent in the Wakker-
stroom wetland and monitor whether it is spreading to neighbouring wetlands from Wakkerstroom. It is also 
useful to verify the identification of Pennisetum sphacelatum in various herbaria in South Africa (which can be 
consulted digitally) to find whether there are more locations where this species has been present for a while.  
Local studies of this species may also clarify why an extensive population of this species seems to not have 
spread any further, for example by studying the extent to which this species is utilizing sexual and asexual 
reproduction (sexual reproduction is necessary to spread to new locations). 
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