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Background
Research, policy formulation, implementation, and monitoring and evaluation should ideally be a single
cohesive process. But while the co-production of knowledge and trans-disciplinary research is increasing in
importance and emphasis, functions are still often compartmentalised. The use of indicators linked to
monitoring and reporting provides a method of improving such interactions.
There have been several initiatives to develop indicators to track biological invasions at a global scale,
including work on Essential Variables for Invasion Monitoring & Reporting, http://invasionevs.com/, which
comprise a set of three core variables on alien species (Latombe et al. 2017). This provides an important link,
but does not explicitly cover pathways, nor the efficacy of interventions and the ultimately what the broader
impact of the invasions are on society.
As part of drafting the first National Status Report on Biological Invasions in South Africa (van Wilgen & Wilson
2018), we settled on a group of 20 indicators which together provide an indication of the size of the different
elements of the invasion problem and the degree to which they were been addressed. Using the guidelines of
the Biodiversity Information Partnership (https://www.bipindicators.net/) we developed a factsheet for each
indicator (Wilson et al. 2018). These indicators were used to provide the structure for the first report, and are
the basis of the work-plan for the next report, but are these indicators fit for purpose?
The post-doc position will focus on working at a national level and by contributing to various international
initiatives (e.g. https://www.idiv.de/sdiv/working_groups/wg_pool/stwist.html) to assist with the
development and testing of indicators for work on biological invasions.
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