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Background  
Equisetum hyemale is an evergreen, slow-growing, rhizomous herb found in shaded open wet woodlands 
along streams and river banks. It is native throughout temperate Asia, North America, South America, and 
Europe. It is a popular ornamental plant in temperate areas, but can be highly invasive and aggressive. The 
spread of E. hyemale occurs almost entirely by rhizomes (although plants can also release spores). Small pieces 
of tuber or rhizome broken from the parent plant can grow into new plants, and underground rootstocks can 
regenerate metres away from the mother plant.  The species is known to be highly invasive elsewhere in the 
world—it invades well-irrigated gardens and can become a persistent weed of wetlands, cultivated land, 
pastures, roadsides and other low-lying areas.  
 
In South Africa, E. hyemale is listed as category 1a under the NEM: BA Alien and Invasive Species Regulations 
(i.e. is a target for nation-wide eradication).  The species was recorded as naturalised along the banks of the 
Vaal River around the Emerald Casino & Vaal University in the VanderBijl Park area. This was, however, later 
confirmed to be an indigenous congener (E. hyemale can easily be confused with the indigenous species, E. 
ramosissimum). 
 
The project will involve surveying nurseries in South Africa and investigate which (if any) Equisetum sp. are 
being sold; and assessing the distribution of the genus outside of cultivation.  It will also examine the risks E. 
hyemale pose to South Africa, whether there is anything stopping it becoming invasive.  The project will also 
develop and assess options to manage incursions (that are either found in this study or that are found in 
future) .  
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