
There are numerous synergies between biodiversity stewardship and other national development imperatives. Biodiversity 
stewardship has the potential to be an enabler for a whole host of programmes, like the biodiversity economy, biodiversity 
offsets, rural development, restoration of ecological infrastructure and much more. Biodiversity stewardship sites can 
become a focus point in the landscape, which offers security of investment, a mechanism for co-ordination and access to 
diverse funding. Ultimately, biodiversity stewardship sites can help to secure long-term protection of biodiversity, while at 
the same time supporting sustainable development.

Biodiversity stewardship as a delivery mechanism 
to implement sustainable development

Case study series:

Biodiversity and Land Use project

2021_11_03 Biodiversity Stewardship FS.indd   1 2021/12/04   11:23:47



“Biodiversity stewardship is an approach 
to entering into agreements with private 

and communal landowners to protect and 
manage land in biodiversity priority areas, led 

by conservation authorities in South Africa 
and supported by environmental NGOs.”

There are many ways that biodiversity stewardship can 
intersect with other initiatives that have related sustain-
able development objectives. Over and above its conser-
vation outcomes, biodiversity stewardship can also be an 
enabling mechanism for rural development, job creation, 
small enterprise development, upliftment of rural youth 
and much more.

Security of investment: Much of South Africa’s 
land is in the hands of private or communal land-
owners. If government, non-government organ-
isations or the private sector should wish to con-
duct social, environmental or economic activities 
in these areas it may carry some uncertainty that 
ownership or priorities may change. Biodiversi-
ty stewardship can offer a formalised structure 
that gives long-term security and confidence to 
investments of money, time or effort.

A focus point in the landscape: Biodiversity 
stewardship has a range of flexible options that 
can combine biodiversity protection with other 
sustainable land uses. Biodiversity stewardship 
can help to secure nodes or corridors of biodi-
versity within broader working landscapes. Many 
biodiversity stewardship sites carry legal recog-
nition, so they can provide a stable focus point 
around which other compatible land-uses co-
alesce.

Co-ordinated management: Biodiversity stew-
ardship sites have a formal organisational struc-
ture based on an approved management plan. 
The management plan can be a basis to co-or-
dinate implementation of various different initia-
tives. It is a way to consolidate land around state 
protected areas into a cohesive management 
landscape. 

Access to diverse funding streams: Biodiversity 
stewardship sites attract outside interest because 
of their stability and recognised status. These of-
fer ways to bring together state and private in-
vestment in a way that reduces replication and 
consolidates funding streams more efficiently. 
They can stimulate public-private partnerships, 
marketing opportunities, enterprise develop-
ment or corporate social investments. An innova-
tive tax incentive has already been realised and 
new sustainable finance opportunities are being 
incubated.

Biodiversity stewardship can support related initiatives

Ecological infrastructure:

Biodiversity stewardship is 
one mechanism that can be 
used to secure ecological 
infrastructure like Strategic 
Water Source Areas. 
Stewardship sites can offer 
protection to ecological 
infrastructure that occurs on 
private land.

Bioprospecting: 

Biodiversity stewardship 
could be a way to ensure 
sustainability of 
bioprospecting explorations 
and initiatives.

Biodiversity offsets: 

Developers impacting on 
biodiversity could be 
required to set up or fund a 
biodiversity stewardship site 
as an offset.

NGO involvement:

Non-governmental 
organisations have been vital 
to the biodiversity 
stewardship programmes. 
NGOs may choose to focus 
their activities in or around 
biodiversity stewardship sites 
because they offer a 
recognised structure.

Biosphere reserves:

Biodiversity stewardship can 
protect the core conservation 
zones within a biosphere 
reserve, complementing the 
other sustainability 
objectives. Sustainable agriculture: 

Some types of biodiversity 
stewardship allow for 
compatible production on 
the land, as long as this is 
part of an approved 
management plan.

Community‐owned
Biodiversity Stewardship site

State‐owned 
Nature Reserve

State‐owned 
National Park

Privately‐owned
Biodiversity 
Stewardship site

Wildlife economy: 

Biodiversity Economy nodes are 
areas where economic, social and 
environmental objectives can be 
achieved simultaneously. 
Biodiversity stewardship give 
security to land in the nodes.

Protecting biodiversity:

South Africa is a highly biodiverse 
country. Biodiversity stewardship sites 
can give protection to threatened and 
endemic biodiversity on private lands. 
It is the main mechanism for 
protected area expansion.

Private investment: 

Biodiversity stewardship can 
provide a secure organisational 
structure that attracts private 
investments. There are many 
opportunities to create new 
businesses and jobs.

Sustainable �nance: 

Tax incentives are already 
available to reward private 
landowners involved in 
biodiversity stewardship. 
Other sustainable �nance 
options are in 
development.

Natural Resource 
Management:

Biodiversity stewardship 
offers security of investment to 
efforts made to clear invasive 
alien plants. The management 
plan can provide for important 
follow up and maintenance 
clearing.

Rural development:

Biodiversity stewardship sites can be 
part of uplifting rural economies, 
creating new opportunities for jobs 
and skills development in the 
tourism industry, sustainable 
agriculture and rangeland 
management, or NRM initiatives.

Climate change 
adaptation: 

Biodiversity stewardship may 
have a part to play in 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation 
to climate change by 
securing ecological 
infrastructure and creating 
corridors in the landscape.

Tourism industry: 

Biodiversity stewardship sites 
are recognised as protected 
areas, which can attract 
tourists. There may be 
opportunities to drop fences 
with state reserves or receive 
game donations.

People and Parks: 

The People and Parks 
programme can support 
biodiversity stewardship sites 
by sharing its experience in 
creating management 
structures and bene�t 
sharing.

Communities and land 
reform:

Entering into biodiversity 
stewardship programmes can 
have many bene�ts for 
communal landowners, 
including support on land 
management and the 
potential for successful 
commercial enterprises.
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National Development Plan: Biodiversity stewardship is specifically identified in the National Develop-
ment Plan (NDP) as a way to achieve environmental sustainability by increasing the amount of biodiversity 
under protection. As a step towards this vision, the NDP recommends that: 

“The Department of Environmental Affairs and South African National Biodiversity Institute should 
implement the Protected Areas Expansion Strategy and promote the biodiversity stewardship 

programmes to build conservation partnerships around privately-owned land.”

Sustainable Development Goals: In 2015, countries of the United Nations adopted the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) as part of a global agenda for sustainable development that aims 
to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure all people enjoy peace and prosperity.

By working together with related initiatives, biodiversity stewardship can help South Africa to implement the National De-
velopment Plan and to meet international Sustainable Development Goals.
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Links to national and international goals and targets

Global Biodiversity Framework: In 2021 the Convention on Biological Diversity will adopt 
its Global Biodiversity Framework that will guide all biodiversity action for the next decade.

Target 2 requires that parties:

“By 2030, protect and conserve through well connected and effective system of protected areas and other effective area- 
based conservation measures at least 30 per cent of the planet with the focus on areas particularly important for biodiversity.”

Biodiversity stewardship is an effective way to meet these protected area expansion targets, because stewardship can protect 
biodiversity that is found on private land and offers options for both formal protection and other conservation measures.

Biodiversity stewardship can also have relevance to 
several other SDG goals:

Biodiversity stewardship can help to create 
sustainable agricultural landscapes.

Protecting ecological infrastructure can 
contribute to clean water.

Opportunities for rural development can 
help achieve jobs and economic growth.

Ecosystem-based adaptation is an 
important way to adapt to climate change.

Creating partnerships between 
government, NGOs and the private sector.

Biodiversity stewardship is directly relevant to 
achieving SDC Goal 15:

Goal 15 of the SDGs, Life on 
Land, aims to halt biodiversity 
loss. Targets under Goal 
15 call for the protection, 
restoration and sustainable use 
of terrestrial and freshwater 
ecosystems. Many of the 
other societal and economic 
goals cannot be achieved 
without first protecting the 
biosphere that is the basis for a 
functioning planet.
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