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Background  
The South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI)’s network of National Botanical and Zoological 
Gardens span the provinces and biomes of the country and are an incredibly valuable and world-renowned 
resource for conservation, education, and science. The 11 SANBI botanical gardens are located in eight of 
South Africa’s nine provinces where there are unique vegetation types targeted for conservation (Willis & 
Mutshinyalo 2019). In addition, the Pretoria National Zoological Garden preserves a variety of animal species 
for public display, and the Mokopane Biodiversity Conservation Centre has overlapping functions with both 
botanical gardens and zoological gardens (Willis & Mutshinyalo 2019). However, they are both threatened by 
biological invasions and have, particular historically, been responsible for causing invasions.  As such they are 
key national resources as well as hazards for biosecurity in South Africa (Wondafrash et al. 2021). 
 
The post-doc position will focus on 1) evaluating the invasive flora and fauna of the properties in the context of 
the environments in which they sit; 2) assist with the development and monitoring of management plans for 
invasions; 3) collaborate with researchers and garden staff working on biosecurity; and 4) focus on a few case-
studies of particular invasions at or arising from the gardens. 
 
The project will suit someone with a broad interest in biodiversity, excellent skills in identification, and a 
willingness to work with a range of people to improve management. 
 
Key contacts  
 
Thabiso M Mokotjomela t.mokotjomela@sanbi.org.za 
Ralph Clark ClarkVR@ufs.ac.za 
John Wilson jrwilson@sun.ac.za 
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